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spread. This absorption in the material
objective, to the neglect of the spiritual, repre-
sents the greatest clanger and the deepest need
of the Japanese nation to-day, and the cause
of the defect can be traced back largely to the
policy of education. A prominent official in
the Department of Education declares that
" the Japanese are seeking education almost
solely that through it they may earn their
bread."

As a natural means leading to this material-
istic end the Japanese students are confronted
by an overcrowded cumcuhim, which forces
the students to cramming, overwork and super-
ficiality ; making their study a burden rather
than a delight. The whole aim and end of the
student is to pass the next awful examination
which looms ahead, and beyond that to secure
a lucrative and successful position in the national
life.

The tendency of the Japanese system, except
in the universities, is like that of the American,
to breadth rather than to the thoroughness
characteristic of the system in Great Britain
and in India. It gives the man a superficial
and hasty knowledge of many things, unrelated
to life, which lie has not thought through or
personally grasped.

Viewed from the standpoint of social efficiency